


OVERVIEW 
 

By prioritising pedestrians, catering for a wider variety of uses and 

making better connections with the adjacent town centre, a 

beachfront reserve is transformed into a community hub.  

  

PROJECT SUMMARY 
 

Originally dotted with baches, the Council has developed this 

reserve progressively since the 1960’s when it began purchasing 

beachfront properties to provide a continuous beachfront reserve.  

 

Browns Bay Beach Front Reserve is a well used half kilometre long 

informal recreation reserve which is sandwiched between the beach 

and the busy town centre. The reserve provides a wide range of 

facilities including: a skate park, playground and recently completed 

pedestrian promenade.  

 

The recent upgrade to Beach Front Lane provides an interface 

between the beachfront reserve and the town centre. The upgrade 

to the lane included the installation of a pedestrian promenade, a 

series of plazas which provide better connections with the town 

centre and a textured carriageway which helps to reduce traffic 

speeds. 

 

The initial design process involved the production of a development 

plan, which followed the adoption of the reserve management plan. 

This incorporated the playground upgrade, and led to the upgrade of 

the skate park.  

 

The proposed road upgrade had a significant impact on the reserve 

which was not foreseen in the reserve management plan or 

development plans. This necessitated the formation of a key 

stakeholder group including representatives from the local 

community board, business association and other local interest 

groups. Council officers from various disciplines were also involved 

in the collaborative design programme. 

 

Fun in the sun for everyone – A high amenity beach reserve with mass appeal. 
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MAIN ENVIRONMENT MODULE 

INFORMAL RECREATION 

 

KEY FEATURES 

 

LESSONS LEARNT 

 

DESIGNER 

ISTHMUS GROUP 

OTHER ENVIRONMENT MODULE 

LANDSCAPE & AMENITY 

 

SITE AREA 

1900 M2 

Browns Bay Beach Reserve is a 500m 

long narrow flat area adjacent to the 

beach. 

A wide, well lit pedestrian 

promenade which links a variety 

of recreational facilities 

A variety of informal recreation 

activities catered for, including 

play (young) skate (youth) and 

petanque (mature) 

Parking and access retained, 

but traffic slowed with priority 

shifted to pedestrians 

Active edges have contributed to 

greater commercial use of 

surrounding land 

Amenity values of open space 

and the beach accentuated in a 

highly urban environment 

Enhancement and retention of 

view shafts 

A range of spaces for individuals 

and small groups to relax and 

socialise 

 

Heritage – Make informed 

decisions about the removal of 

unwanted or redundant assets to 

prevent the loss of layers of history 

and other heritage values  

 

 

 

  

LOCATION 

BEACH FRONT LANE, BROWNS BAY 

 

COST 

UPGRADE TO BEACHFRONT LANE COST 

APPROXIMATELY $3.2 MILLION 

 

KEY PROJECT INFORMATION 
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CONNECT PEOPLE 

 

1. Amenities such as bike racks and rubbish bins 

are strategically placed around the reserve, in 

particular at popular arrival and departure points, 

promoting responsible use of the reserve. 

 

2. A hardwood timber boardwalk delineates the 

reserve edge and provides a key connective 

device, linking up the various beachfront activities 

with the town centre. 

 

3. Seating dotted along the promenade provides 

ample opportunities for rest and appreciation of 

the views of the Hauraki Gulf. 

 

 

The new accessible boardwalk invites all people to take a stroll and enjoy the beach together.  

1 
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By retaining views and native coastal trees, the designers have succeeded in retaining the park’s distinct sense of place.  

2 

TREASURE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

 

1. Seats positioned to take advantage of the 

views out to the iconic Rangitoto Island 

encourage users to appreciate the local 

coastal landscape. 

 

2. A pentagonal swing structure contains 5 

swings which swing into the middle of the 

shape providing opportunities for children and 

parents to engage with each other and spark 

up games or conversations. 

 

3. Retaining significant trees synonymous with 

the New Zealand coast, such as Pohutukawa, 

enhances the sense of place, and provides 

shade for park users. 
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ENJOY COMFORT & SAFETY  

 

 

1. Open views across the beach edge connect people 

with the coast. However, the popularity of the 

playground has resulted in increased traffic through 

these sand dune areas, resulting in erosion and 

degradation of the environment. 

 

2. A strategically placed lookout complete with an 

interpretive panel identifying key landmarks has been 

incorporated to optimise the important views over the 

Hauraki Gulf. 

 

3. Clustering picnic tables around other facilities such as 

play spaces allows for families and friends to gather, 

eat, and relax while supervising their children in 

comfort. 

 

 

Amenities such as seats, rubbish bins, lighting and picnic tables are clustered around key activity nodes such as this play space to make 

users feel comfortable.  
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TREASURE OUR HERITAGE 

 

1. By allowing dogs in the reserve more people can enjoy 

long walks on the beach with their pets, which can be a 

catalyst for social interaction between dog owners. 

 

2. The promenade creates a vital connection between 

pathways to various beachfront elements, and the wide 

pedestrian crossings that link the reserve with the town 

centre. 

 

3. Arborists were engaged to ensure that landscape works 

could be executed to allow for the bases of existing 

trees to continue to grow, resulting in the retention of 

these trees and the environmental and intrinsic benefits 

they bring. 

Arborists were consulted to ensure the boardwalk’s installation would not damage the heritage trees on site.  
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ENJOY MORE USE & A RANGE OF EXPERIENCES 

1. The skate park was upgraded with advice 

from specialist designers, who supervised   

the design and construction to ensure this 

facility adequately caters for current skating 

trends. 

 

2. Locating skate parks next to busy streets or 

in view of residential areas also assists with 

the passive surveillance of the space, 

which deters antisocial behaviour and 

increases safety. 

This skate park provides and important opportunity for teenagers and pre-teens to enjoy the park and make friends.  

1 
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CONNECT PLACES 

1. Parks where dogs are permitted can trigger social 

interaction and conversations between dog 

owners, instigated by the interaction of their dogs. 

 

2. The development of the reserve has retained the 

green, open, uncluttered character. Elements such 

as paths and tree planting were kept to the edges 

wherever possible, enabling a greater range of 

informal use such as picnics and casual sports. 

 

3. Existing views from the beachfront have been 

protected and enhanced, and any new trees have 

been used sparingly, with species selected for 

appropriate form. 

The park’s design successfully connects people to the beach, the sea, and the local town centre.  
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ENJOY HEALTHY WELLBEING & FUN 
 

1. Providing shade around skate parks helps the 

safety and comfort of users, however careful 

consideration should be given to species selection, 

as debris falling on the skate facilities can become 

a hazard. 

 

2. Including a diverse range of features and 

challenges in skate parks caters for skateboarders, 

scooters and BMX riders, as well as different ability 

levels. This engages various age groups and 

draws them away from the streetscape. 

 

3. Positioning skate parks near popular public areas 

and thoroughfares ensures greater passive 

surveillance of the space. 

Skateparks incorporate an element of challenge and risk, in addition to encouraging young adults to get active, adding fun, health and 

wellbeing to their lives.  

1 
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UTILISE OUR RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY 
 
1. Large expanses of open area, the inclusion 

of trails and the allowance of dogs all 

endorse the use of the space for physical 

activity, promoting healthy living and 

wellbeing. 

 

2. Hardwood with a natural finish, stainless 

steel and cast iron frames were used for 

ease of long term maintenance of picnic 

tables and bench seats in this coastal 

location. 

 

3. Hard paving beneath items such as picnic 

tables and seating ensures that grass 

around these areas of high usage does not 

get degraded with heavy use. 

 

4. Hardwood with a natural finish, stainless 

steel and cast iron frames were used for 

ease of long term maintenance of picnic 

tables and bench seats in this coastal 

location. 

Appropriate materials such as hardwood and stainless steel were used for the amenities installed in the space, ensuring their long term 

success and minimising maintenance requirements.  
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UTILISE THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

1. A series of lockable power outlets have been 

provided at regular intervals. Engaging with the 

council, event coordinators and the public 

ensured that the infrastructure required for 

hosting a range of events was provided. 

 

2. Catalogue furniture with standardised 

components can be cost efficient in the long term 

as routine maintenance and replacement of 

damaged parts can be carried out quickly and 

cheaply. 

 

3. Bespoke furniture can be designed to serve 

several functions, such as seating, lounging and 

picnics. This achieves an uncluttered and cost 

efficient approach to site furniture. 

This design has incorporated lockable power outlets in order to make it event-ready, which allows the park to host local events that bring 

people into the park and town centre and contribute to the local economy.  
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CONNECT PEOPLE 

1. Pathways link the playground to the promenade 

and to street crossings (which also function as 

vehicle speed tables), that connect the reserve 

with the town centre. 

 

2. The pentagonal swing structure contains 5 

swings which swing into the middle of the shape, 

providing opportunities for children and parents to 

engage with each other and sparks games or 

conversations. 

 

3. The playground draws on the coastal 

environment with a nautical design theme, 

creating a sense of place. Coastal grasses were 

successfully incorporated into the design to 

enhance the connection to the coastal edge. 

The pentagonal swing set invites kids and parents to face each other, sparking conversations and friendships.  
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